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Welcome everyone, covenant partners of Trinity Wellsprings Church, guests,
members of presbytery, Luke’s friends and family we are so glad that you are
here for such a special service! I kept looking for a funny video of what it means
to be a youth pastor or a pastor and didn’t find anything that I liked so
thankfully we were able to make that fun and personal video to serve as a funny
introduction to tonight’s message and just to show how much everyone here at
Trinity loves and appreciates Luke. Also, I have one other video just to show you
what Luke does do all day. (Video 2) Just kidding! Tonight’s passage is 1 Peter
5:1-11. In this passage, in light of this occasion of Ordination and Installment
we are going to reflect on what it really means to have a calling as a leader in

Christ’s church.
Let’s turn to 1 Peter 5:1-11. Verse 1 begins:

To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder and a witness of
Christ’s sufferings who also will share in the glory to be revealed: Be
shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, watching over them—
not because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to
be; not pursuing dishonest gain, but eager to serve; not lording it over
those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock. And when the
Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will
never fade away. In the same way, you who are younger, submit
yourselves to your elders. All of you, clothe yourselves with humility
toward one another, because, “God opposes the proud but shows favor
to the humble.” Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty
hand, that he may lift you up in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him
because he cares for you. Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the
devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.
Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that the
family of believers throughout the world is undergoing the same kind
of sufferings. And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal
glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself
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restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. To him be the
power for ever and ever. Amen.

In this letter Peter is talking to Christians, both Jews and Gentiles alike who are
scattered throughout Asia Minor and he is speaking to the elders among them as
a fellow elder himself. In this passage the word elder refers to those who are
called up to take care of Christ’s flock and serve as leaders of the church. In the
Presbyterian denomination, we consider ordained pastors to be elders, so in this
sense Peter’s words to elders can give us great insight into what it means to be
called into the ordained office of pastor.

Sofirst, let's look at what the passage defines a called elder to be.

Beginning in verse 2 we see that an elder is someone who is a shepherd of God’s
flock. Specifically, we see in verse 2 that this means that an elder or shepherd is
someone who watches over the flock. So the right way to perform this pastoral
office then, is by overseeing the flock or congregation. A while back there were
all of these funny Facebook posts and Pinterest posts that were titled “What
everyone else thinks I do vs. What I really do,” and there was a funny one about
pastors. Now the sad thing is that the picture is not entirely untrue and people
probably do wonder what pastors really do. But in this passage, Peter tells us
what pastors are really supposed to do. The call to be a pastor is really a call to
care for God’s people; to watch over them and to feed them and protect them
and to do all of these things with God’s word. The way an elder is called to watch
over Christ’s sheep is not by spreading their own message or agenda, but by
being a true servant of Christ and standing on God’s word alone. So really
whatever kind of pastor or elder you are, whether you are a senior pastor or in
Luke’s case, a youth pastor, your calling is to watch out for God’s flock. Peter
actually gives us a pretty simple definition of what it means to be called as a
pastor or elder.

But the hard part is what comes next. Continuing on in the 1 Peter passage, very
quickly after defining what an elder really is or what that call really means; Peter
immediately goes into giving a warning to elders. He spends a good deal of time
in the rest of this passage talking about what an elder should and should not do.
I think the reason Peter spends so much time here is because Peter is very aware
of the danger and temptation of elders, pastors, or anyone in a position of
leadership to fall prey to becoming prideful and consumed with a hunger for
power or focused on elevating themselves and their visions rather than the right
view of the office of elder or pastor, as a servant. It makes sense actually that
Peter would be very concerned with this as we know throughout other parts of
the New Testament that Peter did struggle with pride and overstepping and over
speaking; so perhaps here, a wiser Peter knows that it is important to warn the
elders against such things.



So first at the end of verse 2, as Peter begins his warnings he says that elders are
not to try to exercise power or try for selfish gain. Pastors should not be trying
to constantly seek for something higher or more power or prominence or
control. Instead, pastors are to truly be ministers or servants of the church and
Christ; they are to literally minister to the flock or take care of them, that is
what their calling really entails. Peter wants it to be very clear that pastors are
not given a calling to government office; instead they are given a calling to be
caretakers. Verse 3 says that elders are not to be lording over those entrusted to us.
And those who are called to this position are not lords in any way, but rather
they are there to serve. Rather than focusing on lording over the flock they are
to focus on being an example to the flock. By using this language in verse 3 of
our text, Peter is also showing that pastors and elders do not own their own lot
or the church they serve and the congregation they oversee, but rather that the
whole body of the Church is actually the Lord’s heritage; the church is Christ’s
bride and belongs to Jesus. Christ is the only Lord over the flock, and Christ has
simply called pastors and elders not as lords over His flock but as caretakers to
the flock as meek and humble shepherds of the field. In fact, in that time, the job
of a shepherd was one of the lowliest positions. In our time we call pastors
Reverend, and pastors are often revered, but the metaphor that is being made
between pastors and shepherds suggests that the pastor is really the one that is
the lowest, or rather than one that is the ultimate servant. Pastoring is not a
position of prominence it is a position of service.

So Peter takes great detail to warn elders what they are not and what they
should not do; they are not lords, and they should not be prideful and seek after
their own gain, but now, skipping ahead to verse 5 Peter begins to give
instructions and warnings on what elders should do. They are given instructions
on how to lead. In verse 5, Peter exhorts that pastors and elders should submit
to those that are older than them. It can be confusing because up until now
Peter has been using the term elder, not to refer to age, but to refer to a calling
and a position of serving Christ’s flock, but now here in verse 5 when he tells the
church elders to submit to elders he actually does mean those that are older than
them. He is telling the church elders or pastors to be teachable and to be
humble, especially towards those who are older and wiser. Now of course, Peter
goes on to clarify that really everyone should clothe themselves with humility
toward one another because no one in the church, including the elders, should
be proud or lord themselves over one another. But the point is that the leaders,
pastors, and elders of the church should learn to be humble. No matter the
degrees, the prestige, the notoriety, the Instagram followers, leaders of Christ’s
flock are to be characterized by humility.

After this Peter amps up his speech, at the end of verse 5, and gets even stronger
with his wording and declares God opposes the proud, but shows favor to the
humble! So Peter will not let this humility thing go, clearly it is an important



lesson and even warning. Essentially, what Peter is saying is that all who seek
to exalt themselves or elevate themselves or have pride... have God as
their enemy and God will lay them low and put them into humility, but
those who have emptied themselves of every confidence in their own power,
wisdom, and righteousness, and who seek every good thing from God alone; they
will be given grace; they will be shown God’s favor. God will raise them up, not
because they think if they feign humility God will raise them up and they will be
revered, but because those who are called to be shepherds in God’s church
already possess humility through his grace. So it is abundantly clear that Peter’s
warning is that elders should be humble.

In verse 8 Peter moves from his strong humility speech and tells us another
thing that elders are to do. They should be alert and of sober mind. We are told
that they must have careful watch. In a sense we are at war, although Christ has
come and conquered Satan and death, until Christ’s return we still live in this
fallen world, so Peter urges the church leaders to be aware that the enemy is very
real and ready to come after Christ’s sheep. In verse 8, the devil is compared to a
roaring lion looking for someone to devour. Peter urges the elders to resist in
verse 9, and to stand firm in faith. The elders are being told that they need to be
on guard and should not indulge in sin and that they aren’t to get lazy. The
shepherd cannot simply go to sleep and lose track of the flock, they must be at
the ready and always on watch. This reminds me of the old school Looney Tunes
cartoon, where the wolf comes after the sheep and Sam the sheepdog always
catches him before he can steal the sheep. (Video) In some sense Peter is telling
us to be as prepared as Sam the sheepdog is. No matter what trick or costume
the wolf has Sam is a step ahead. Sam is on guard always. So the calling of the
elder is to watch over the flock, to be sober of spirit and be ready to defend
Christ’s flock at all times and as earlier stated, the calling of the elder is to
humble yourself before the Lord.

Now this passage is pretty intimidating. In one sense this Ordination and
Installment service is a celebration, but in another sense, we should take Peter’s
words very seriously. Being called as a pastor is not an easy job. Luke and all of
us need to take heed of Peter’s words here. We need to understand what it
means to be an elder, that it means we are shepherds and caretakers, and we
must take seriously the warning that we not become prideful and lord ourselves
over our congregations, and that we must continually humble ourselves and at
the same time always be alert. I mean that’s no small order. None of this is easy.

But the good news is that Peter doesn’t just leave us there. In verse 10 we are
told that one day there will be an end to all of this and we will be called into
God’s eternal glory and He will finish the work he started in us and restore us. So
the hope in the gospel promise is not just for the flock but for the elder
shepherds as well. We are told that the life of service we endure now and this



constant humbling of ourselves will as verse 6 shows us actually result in our
benefit as God will lift us up and exalt us in His right time when Christ returns.
And Peter also gives us some practical comfort and encouragement for our
current day to day as well. In verse 9 Peter tells the elders to stand firm in faith,
and take comfort in knowing that there are other believers that are going
through the same thing that we are, there is comfort in knowing that others are



