




Christmas 2020

What a historically challenging year! Thus, Advent 2020 provides 
for us a unique invitation to come to Jesus. “Jesus Christ is the 
same yesterday, today, and forever” (Hebrews 13:8).
In this TWC Advent Devotional, you will find meditations on 
the NAMES and ATTRIBUTES of Jesus. Jesus is like a precious 
diamond that deserves to be examined from various angles to 
truly appreciate his beauty, his majesty, his compassion, and his 
redeeming love. 
Advent means “coming”, and I pray this Advent Season that you 
would experience Jesus, bringing all his names and attributes 
powerfully into your life as you surrender to the King of Kings 
and Lord of Lords who still sits on the throne.  
I am thankful for all of the TWC folks who penned words in this 
devotional.  I trust you will be blessed as you come to Jesus every 
day during this season of Advent.
Let me encourage you in two directions:
1. Before you read the devotional words, be sure you read 

the daily text of Scripture. Don’t jump too quickly to the 
penned devotional words because the Author of Life first has 
something to say to you in his Word. The Word of God always 
trumps human words. 

2. Meditate on the name or attribute of Jesus for that particular 
day. Sit quietly throughout the day with that attribute or 
name of Jesus. What does that name of Jesus mean to you? 
How have you experienced the attribute of Jesus in your own 
life? 

Bethlehem! A manger! The incarnation! Jesus is coming.  Are you 
ready?  
I pray that Jesus may be born into your heart in a fresh, new way 
this Advent season.

Rev. Dr. Jason Carter  



Sunday, November 29 Isaiah 9:6

Name: Prince of Peace

Peace. Say it out loud. The word itself even sounds tranquil when 
coming off your lips. No harsh consonants or guttural sounds. 
You don’t have to try to make it sound lovely. It simply is. 

Oh, how we strive to find peace! Peace in a violent world. Peace 
in our home life or workplace. Peace in our busy lives. While 
that sort of worldly peace is certainly worth fighting for, it is 
often fleeting and unpredictable. However, that isn’t the kind of 
immeasurable peace that we find in Jesus, the Prince of Peace. 

John 14:27 says “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not 
as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, 
neither let them be afraid.” Jesus, knowing he is about to be put 
to death, has such love and concern for his disciples, that he 
attempts to comfort them when they are surely confused and 
apprehensive about him dying and leaving them behind. What 
better example is there of one who has true, heavenly peace amid 
heartbreaking circumstances? 

Is it possible that we – each one of us a sinner - can ever enjoy 
such heavenly peace? Absolutely! Because of Jesus’ death on the 
cross, we have already been restored to a perfect peace with God 
– if we choose to accept it and allow the Holy Spirit to reign in 
our lives. “Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 5:1).

Are you constantly searching for peace? I have great news! Jesus 
is not just the essence or catalyst of peace, or even the source of 
authentic peace. He simply IS peace. 

-Jill Means



Monday, November 30 Matthew 11:28-30

Attribute: Gentle & Lowly

Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest, take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and 
lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.   For my yoke is 

easy, and my burden is light.

Foremost in this familiar passage is the good news that the King 
of Kings offers his scepter of grace in the invitation to come to 
him. While our gentle and humble Savior longs to receive us, he 
is specifically inviting those who recognize and are burdened by 
their fallen state.  Being yoked to a life of sin brings burdens of 
misery and guilt. There are plenty of examples in the Bible of 
those who have come to recognize this: 

• The prodigal son (Luke 15:17)

• The tax collector (Luke 18:13)

• Peter’s hearers (Acts 2:37)

Jesus knows the enormous weight of our sin and he longs for us 
to bring that burden to him, renouncing all that is in opposition 
to him. The heavier our burden, the greater the compassion 
he has for us.  Being ever accessible and approachable, Jesus 
welcomes us, no matter what, with open arms and never with a 
condemning pointing finger (Romans 8:1). The rest of our lives 
that our Lord gives so freely is the result of our release from the 
slavery of sin. When we share the yoke with Jesus, we abide in 
him, seek his will for our lives, and enjoy the fruit that leads to 
sanctification and its end, eternal life. (Romans 6:22) 

During this Advent season, enjoy the freedom and rest that 
follows repentance -- and the joy of the abiding presence of our 
Savior.

-John and Kathy Bils



Tuesday, December 1 John 1:29-37

Name:  Lamb of God

Several years ago, I collected sheep. Not real animals. Figurines. 
Pictures. Really, anything that had sheep. There’s even a family 
joke from when I was learning to drive.  I was driving through 
the Lancaster area of Pennsylvania when we drove by a field of 
sheep. I still hear my words echoed back to me from my younger 
brother, “Look…sheep!”  Yes, I was looking at the field of sheep 
instead of the road in front of me. We were fine, but I guess I 
made him nervous.

In these verses, John figuratively calls Jesus the Lamb of God 
twice. John is pointing to Jesus as the Expected One, the one 
who was indicated in Isaiah 53:7 as the personal fulfillment and 
embodiment of the sacrifice to end all sacrifices:  

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,
    yet he opened not his mouth;

like a lamb that is led to the slaughter,
    and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent,

    so he opened not his mouth.

As I began to dwell on the sacrifice of Jesus, the Lamb of God, it 
immediately brought to my mind a scene from the allegory, The 
Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis. Aslan, the lion 
(who represents Jesus) sacrifices his life by laying down on the 
stone tablet in the place of Edmund who was going to be executed 
for treason. The symbolism of the lion climbing up on the stone 
tablet to offer himself as the sacrifice is not lost on me.  

I’m so grateful for the many sacrifices Jesus made:
…the way he left the splendor of heaven;
...the way he arrived on this earth as a helpless human baby;
...the way he lived, breathed, cried, hurt, suffered, rejoiced, loved;
…the ultimate sacrifice he made when he took my place on the 
cross as the Lamb of God.

-Christine Randall



Wednesday, December 2 Matthew 15:32-39

Attribute:Compassionate

Then Jesus called his disciples to him and said, “I have compassion 
on the crowd because they have been with me now three days and 

have nothing to eat. And I am unwilling to send them away hungry, 
lest they faint on the way.”   (Matthew 15:32)

Barbara Walters was once asked if she could travel back through 
time to witness any event in history, what would it be? Her 
answer, hands down, was: “Moses parting the Red Sea.”  But one 
greater than Moses has come and dwelt among us, and the 
manna sent from heaven was a mere shadow of the true bread 
from heaven. Jesus feeding of the 5,000 was a one day event, but 
he spent 3 days with the 4,000 here in Matthew 15.

The crowds had been listening to his teachings and bringing the 
sick to be healed. Whatever meager staples they traveled with are 
now gone. The crowd is hungry. Weak in the knees and energy 
depleted, they may faint on the way home.  Jesus hears their 
grumbling stomachs (they lay the sick at his feet, vs. 15). He senses 
energy levels dropping. He is overwhelmed with compassion and 
feeds them with bread and fish.

A compassionate feeding of four thousand people sounds 
daunting, does it not? Yet Jesus promised that his disciples would 
do greater works than these. Would it surprise you to learn that 
over the past 15 years volunteers from Trinity Wellspring Church 
have helped serve over 820,000 meals through Daily Bread in 
Melbourne? That’s a 150 meal-a-day average!

[If you would like to share this kind of compassion for the hungry 
in 2021, our crew leaders would love to hear from you!  Email 
Ken Farson:  kfarson@cfl.rr.com]

Jesus is The Compassionate One...let’s join him this Advent 
Season on this journey of compassion.  

-Rev. Steve Schantz



Thursday, December 3 Isaiah 53:1-12

Name:  Man of Sorrows

“Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the LORD 
revealed?”

When His First Coming arrived, Israel did not recognize God in 
the person of Jesus. Isaiah prophesied His coming throughout 
chapter 53 and the suffering that the Suffering Servant would 
endure.   

He was despised and rejected by men,
    a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief;

and as one from whom men hide their faces
    he was despised, and we esteemed him not. Isaiah 53:3

The hatred and rejection towards Jesus are foreseen here by the 
prophet. The Jewish leaders and those from his own community 
did not believe Jesus was the Messiah: even after spending three 
years with him and witnessing the miracles he performed! Even 
Peter denied him three times.

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his 
mouth…  Isaiah 53:7 

Jesus did not answer back His accusers. Instead, he remained 
silent despite the false accusations and thus fulfilled the words 
in the book of Isaiah. Jesus was subjected to illegitimate trials 
and then the horrors of the crucifixion.

...because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was 
numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and 

made intercession for the transgressors.  Isaiah 53:12

Jesus put us in right standing with God. He bought us with his 
blood. One of the most glorious parts of it all, He made us sons 
and daughters to our Father. 

Prayer:  Lord, your plan is not like anything we could ever imagine. 
Your grace and unconditional love heal us. We pray to carry our 
cross as you carried yours -- without complaint or arguing. In the 
name of Jesus, the Man of Sorrows. Amen.

-Timothy Blomstrom



Friday, December 4  Hebrews 4:14-16

Attribute:  Able to Sympathize

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with 
our weaknesses, but we have one who in every respect has been 
tested as we are, yet without sin.  Let us therefore approach the 

throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find 
grace to help in time of need.  

Hebrews 4:15-16

Advent is such a wonderful time of reflection. We are reminded 
that our great High Priest is the eternal Son of God. He laid 
aside His glory and became the incarnate Word of God so that 
as the perfect Son of Man he could identify with us in every way. 
Because of His earthly walk, the Lord Jesus is able to sympathize 
with all our weakness, all our disappointments – all our rejection 
and all our temptations.

Were you aware that there are over 60 places throughout scripture 
where sympathy and compassion are shown? You do not walk 
alone, ever. It has been proven that when someone sympathizes 
with you, you often feel less lonely, isolated, or judged. Not only 
has someone sympathized with you -- but the Creator of the 
Heavens and the Earth! 

So draw near to God this Advent with confidence that you may 
receive mercy and find grace.

Prayer: Thank You precious God that I can bring all my cares to You, 
knowing that You understand everything that I am facing. Amen. 

-Rev. Juliann Whipple



Saturday, December 5 John 8:12 

Name: Light of the World
Light is a major theme in the Bible—a very important concept to 
the Hebrew people in the Old Testament. “Light” would conjure up 
memories of God’s great acts of salvation and deliverance of His people. 

God used Moses to lead the Hebrews out of bondage In Egypt into 
freedom. God led them on the journey.  Exodus 13:21-22 tells us “the 
Lord went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud…and by night a pillar of 
fire to give them light…”

Moses established an annual feast, the Feast of Tabernacles, to celebrate 
God’s deliverance and guidance in the wilderness. This feast became 
the most popular of all the feasts. It was one of three pilgrimage feasts 
which called for Jews, wherever they lived, to come to Jerusalem to 
sacrifice and praise God.

At the Feast of Tabernacles, four huge 75-foot-tall candelabras 
constructed on the four corners of the temple in Jerusalem were filled 
with oil and lit on the first day of the feast and burned all day and 
night for the length of the feast. The light from these huge candelabras 
illuminated the whole of Jerusalem served as a vivid reminder of God’s 
presence in the pillar of fire and the rescue, deliverance and guidance 
of His people.   

Jesus attended this feast in John 7:1-10:21. It is there, on the last day 
of the festival, when the great torches were extinguished until the next 
year, that Jesus proclaims in John 8:12, “I am the light of the world.”

Do you hear what Jesus is saying? Jesus is declaring that He is the 
great deliverer. Jesus brings the light of salvation to a darkened world. 
Worship Him this Advent as the Great Light of Life. 

-Rev. Tom Mayo



Sunday, December 6 Galatians 2:20

Attribute: Loving

In an old childhood song called the Hokey Pokey, an imaginary 
circle is drawn on the floor. Children first put their one foot into 
the circle, shake it all about, do the Hokey Pokey, turn themselves 
around, and that’s what it’s all about! In the final verse of the 
song, children put their whole self into the circle and complete 
the song.

In Galatians 2:20, Paul states that He is crucified with Christ. He 
no longer lives but Christ lives in him, and the life he then lives 
is one of faith in the Son of God who loved him and gave Himself 
for him. We could say “this is God’s version of the Hokey Pokey”. 

Out of love Jesus put His whole self in and gave everything on 
the cross that we might belong to Him. When in faith we crucify 
our old nature in response to His love, we put our whole self in. 

Christ died once and for all. For believers, however, crucifying 
the flesh is not a one and done. As life, the Word, and the Holy 
Spirit reveal truth about our sin nature, we continue to confess 
and abandon areas of our old nature. 

Our decision to wholly receive Christ’s love and to fully trust that 
love results in Jesus transforming our heart to be like His. We 
put ourselves in the love circle Jesus offers and depend on Him 
to turn us around. That’s a Hokey Pokey love story worth putting 
our whole selves into.

-Marge Bloom



Monday, December 7 1 John 2:1-2

Name: Advocate

A mother is often her child’s biggest advocate. We fight hard for 
our children’s well-being and safety. However, the word advocate 
carries even more weight when a parent has a child with a 
disability such as autism. Proverbs 31: 8 says, “Speak up for those 
who cannot speak for themselves.” All of us as believers are called 
to advocate or plead for the well-being of others but this call hits 
closer to home when the “voiceless” is our very own child. Every 
child deserves a voice even if their verbal abilities are limited. It 
is our job to champion, support, and make voices heard.

An advocate is one who comes to the aid of another. Advocates 
offer support, strength, and counsel, interceding for another 
when necessary. The Bible says Jesus is an Advocate for all 
those that put their trust in Him. God is a righteous judge. His 
righteous law pronounces us guilty. Romans 3:23 says all have 
fallen short of the glory of God. None is righteous. We have all 
violated His standards. The only just punishment for our sin is 
eternal death and separation from Him. But Jesus, Our Advocate, 
stands between our repentant hearts and the law. He pleads our 
case with the Righteous Judge. His righteousness is applied to 
our account. He has paid the price, so we can be pronounced “not 
guilty.” Because of our Righteous Advocate, there is no debt left 
for us to pay.  

What makes this even more profound is Jesus, our Advocate, is 
more like a loving parent than a detached lawyer as He pleads our 
case. He is one with great compassion because He, himself, has 
experienced life in this world, as we have. He has been tempted, 
rejected, misunderstood, and abused. He lived the life we live, yet 
He did not succumb to sin. He refused to give way to temptation. 
As our High Priest, Jesus is interceding for us because He has 
perfectly fulfilled God’s law. He pleads our case from personal 
experience with deep compassion and great mercy.

-Lisa Carter



Tuesday, December 8 John 11:32-36

Attribute: The One Who Wept

A one-day old baby in Equatorial Guinea had died. A pastor’s 
family was grieving. The little lifeless body lay on top of the 
family room coffee table under a white cloth. The young men in 
the family joined with the family and friends in this small home, 
sweating profusely and visibly dirty from digging the grave out 
behind the house.
The grief was palpable. 
Unasked questions ricocheted throughout the home. The cause 
of the death? Totally unknown. The baby had just…died. No 
explanation. No reason. Everyone felt, I think, a profound sense 
vulnerability and helplessness. 
And, I was supposed to say…what exactly?
This was too early, way too early, for doing theological gymnastics. 
If I had tried to land a double back handspring at that moment 
(theologically-speaking, of course!) nobody would have been 
helped. 
So in the midst of this grief, I preached softly on one of the 
shortest verses in the Bible: “Jesus wept” (John 11:35). 
I had unanswered questions just like everyone there. My heart 
was in my chest like everyone there. Tears were welling up in my 
eyes like everyone else. Yet, two thousand years ago, Jesus had 
a friend. His name was Lazarus. And Jesus loved him enough to 
weep at his death. 
Somehow, that matters. 
Those tears profoundly affected the whole village of Bethany. The 
people noticed: “See how he loved him!” Those tears, I believe, 
were the most important human tears ever shed. The tears of 
Jesus give us license to feel profoundly, to hurt achingly, and to 
lament acutely. The heart of Jesus was big enough to weep because 
the heart of Jesus was big enough to love. 
Today, can you ask, indeed, plead for God to give you that kind of 
heart, as you follow Jesus, The One Who Wept?    

-Rev. Dr. Jason Carter



Wednesday, December 9 Luke 5:27-32

Name: Friend of Sinners

As I’m writing this, the news this morning is about an attack on 
a church in France. We don’t know much about the incident as of 
yet or why someone (or some group) would do this.  In this light, 
I reflect upon Jesus as a friend of sinners. I think of Jesus on the 
cross and how His very presence invited the thief on the cross 
to repent, even knowing he had no more earthly life left to live. 
Jesus forgave him, a sinner, not unlike me if I’m honest. 

Who is this Jesus who would make forgiving this hardened 
criminal such a priority? He was in the process of giving the world 
the most incredible gift of grace -- drinking the cup of suffering 
and in sheer pain -- and Jesus took the time to listen, to show 
compassion, and to care about this poor sinner who had, very 
likely, brought pain and hardship into the lives of those around 
him. Yet, Jesus loved him. 

Recently, I’ve been raving about the class I’m taking with friends 
from TWC -- “Perspectives of the World Christian Movement”. 
It’s amazing. God has a long history of using ill-prepared sinners 
to accomplish one purpose -- for the world to know Him. Recent 
lessons have shown that when sinners (like us) have humbled 
themselves, God delights in doing great things for the world that 
He loves. . It’s not about us. He certainly doesn’t need us.He loves 
us even though we continue to stumble.

We’re reading many stories of servants, not searching for fame 
but trying to emulate Jesus do the mighty works of God touching 
millions of lives.God wants to do more to reach the nations. We 
can sign up to help...even sinners like us. Let’s jump on board! 

-Tricia Jordan



Thursday, December 10 Luke 23:34 

Attribute: Forgiving

“Jesus said, “Father,  forgive them, 
for they do not know what they are doing.”  

Luke 23:34

What were they doing? Killing an innocent person…the only 
one there ever was. These few words along with two other even 
briefer statements are the only words of Jesus from the cross 
according to Luke. The very first word “Father” must have 
surprised and perhaps confused the two criminals crucified with 
Jesus. Compassion...from the cross?

The next two statements the two thieves heard must have been 
even more surprising.  “Forgive them” and “for they do not know 
what they are doing.”  This rings of unimaginable love. Think on 
that for a moment.  When someone hurts me or says something 
or does something to me that isn’t true or just…..I want justice! 
I want payback. “Burn me once, shame on you……burn me twice, 
shame on me.”  Let’s face it - forgiveness does not come easily.  
What hinders true forgiveness? Is it not the thought that if I 
forgive, the offender might do it again?

Christ’s forgiveness from the cross becomes the pattern for 
what our forgiveness must be.  “Make allowance for each other’s 
faults and forgive anyone who offends you.  Remember, the Lord 
forgave you so you must forgive others” (Colossians 3:13). This is 
not optional: the forgiven sinner (me) must forgive others.   

To be honest with you, I sometimes wish others whose actions I 
may not approve of would get caught and suffer the consequences 
of their actions...not very forgiving.  Readiness to forgive is an 
indication that we have truly repented. It begins with Christ’s 
forgiveness of us. The forgiven sinner then must learn to forgive 
others.  

-Del Palmer



Friday, December 11 John 14:6

Name: The Way, the Truth and the Life

Many of us went into 2020 thinking it was going to be our 
greatest year ever. 

The start of a new decade held out potential for hope and 
abundant joy! 

We quickly learned that the year of renewed vision did not align 
with our idea for how the year should go. In fact, many plans 
were canceled, some dreams were left unrealized, and we were 
left scratching our heads for answers almost on a daily basis. 

In a world where we hear a conflicted understanding of what 
“truth” is, we must seek His truth and sort through everything 
that deviates from it. God’s good and perfect will prevailed, as it 
always does. 

When we fix our eyes on Him, we are able to move toward eternal 
closeness with our Lord, founded in His truth and goodness, and 
in line with His good and perfect will. We can find our hope in the 
Lord and his plans when we fix our eyes on Him and seek him as 
our direction. 

2020 was still a year of renewed vision, but also a reminder that 
His vision for our lives is superior than we could ever hope or 
imagine. 

-Sarah Oberbeck



Saturday, December 12 Luke 22:24-27

Attribute: Heart of a Servant

A dispute also arose among them as to which of them was considered 
greatest. Jesus said to them, “The Kings of the Gentiles lord it over 
them; and those who exercise authority over them call themselves 
Benefactors. But you are not to be like that. Instead, the greatest 
among you should be like the youngest and the one who rules like 

the one who serves. For who is greater, the one who is at the table or 
the one who serves? Is it not the one who is at the table? But I am 

among you as one who serves.

This passage really spoke to me personally. As a young woman 
starting out in the business field, I was always seeking a seat at 
the table. I remember starting in business in New York City and 
being asked by my boss and other associates to get coffee for 
everyone. I was so upset, and I vowed that someday someone 
was going to get me coffee!!!  How many times have I wanted -- 
and thought I deserved -- a seat at the table?  When was it going 
to be my turn?  

Now, all these years later, having come to Christ, I have reconciled 
that I do not need a seat at the table. Jesus has shown us all how 
to be servants to our fellow man. Is it not more important to 
show love and compassion than to be arrogant and hard? I look 
at my colleagues who were just like me fighting for that place, and 
I see that it does not change how you are viewed or the impact 
you will have on someone.  

Modeling the behavior that Jesus modeled for us, in the end, is 
the most important task we are called to. Nowadays, when I work 
with younger colleagues, I remind them that it is more important 
to be recognized for what you do than where you sit. The only 
table I want to be seated at now is with our Lord and Savior and 
the only words I long to hear are “Well done, my good and faithful 
servant”.  

-Marissa Mayo



Sunday, December 13 1 Timothy 2:1-7

Name: The Mediator

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, 
and thanksgivings be made for all people,  for kings and all who are 
in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly 

and dignified in every way. This is good, and it is pleasing in the 
sight of God our Savior,  who desires all people to be saved and to 

come to the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God, and there 
is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who 

gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at 
the proper time. For this I was appointed a preacher and an apostle 
(I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in 

faith and truth.

Wow, what a timely word as we come to the end of this year. 
Reading these verses, I am reminded of my time in college as an 
RA (Resident’s Assistant). There were so many times that girls on 
my hall would text or call me, attempting to get me to choose their 
side while they experienced conflict with their roommate(s). So  
frequently, I  had to play the part of the mediator, attempting to 
bring about some sort of resolution, and --  my goodness  -- could 
it be tiring!

I am so grateful that Jesus chose to be our mediator. We can be 
assured that He understands all of our worries and fears and 
struggles. He knows what we are going through – because He 
lived as a man here on earth! It is through His time here that He 
has become our greatest mediator with the Father. 

Like these verses say, Jesus, through the act of his crucifixion, 
has allowed for “prayers, intercessions, and thanksgiving” to 
not only be accessible to ALL, but to allow for ALL to experience 
the good news that is salvation. He came down, born of a virgin, 
to live a perfect life on earth, so that we might have access to 
the Father and heaven through Him - our ultimate mediator. 
Hallelujah! 

-Becca Bowers



Monday, December 14 Hebrews 5:7-8; 
 1 Peter 2:22

Attribute: Obedient

If we were but just obedient to God’s word -- His truth, His 
order, His authority, His law -- we wouldn’t be in the mess that 
characterizes this world in the first place.  

Of all the blessings and privileges afforded Adam and Eve in the 
Paradise Garden, their hearts were drawn to the one thing God 
warned them not to do. God’s command was not for His own 
good, or to hide some truth from his beloved children; it was for 
their good and protection. Their disobedience is our inherited 
disobedience; the stain and corruption of sin that characterizes 
our condition is the shadow of the garden in our world.   

Jesus came into our fallen world to be the obedient child of God 
we cannot be, but hope to be. While Jesus’ perfect obedience is 
starkly revealed in his submission to the malicious injustice of 
the crucifixion; He first chose to enter into our existence. His 
obedience was on display in a life lived in the dirt and brutality 
of the ancient world. A life almost incomparable to our modern 
world of convenience and prosperity.  A life began as a completely 
helpless and totally dependent infant, growing and living through 
all the trials of this fallen world.    

It is often agonizing while we bear the challenges of this life, but 
by dutifully following God’s law we emerge on the other side with 
a new perspective.  Jesus emerged on the other side of suffering 
and literally changed the world.  If we, too, submit to the 
authority of God’s goodness and dutifully endure our suffering 
circumstances with hope and faith, we can share in the world-
changing example of our Savior. Be encouraged!

-Bob Walters



Tuesday, December 15 John 6:44

Name: The Bread of Life

I, like many of us, was blessed to be born into a family where I 
never went hungry. There have been a few times where I planned 
poorly while camping and was very glad for my next meal. I did 
have a time after college where I fasted for a number of days, as a 
spiritual discipline, while I was trying to discern God’s call for my 
vocation. But really hungry for bread (or a Big Mac)? No.  

What I have experienced is being so hungry for answers, so 
hungry to know God, so hungry to discern out his will for my life, 
that I couldn’t be satisfied. In Psalms 42, the Psalmist writes: “As 
the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, my God. 
My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When can I go and meet 
with God? My tears have been my food day and night.”

When I reflect on this verse, I’m reminded of an experience I had 
while canoeing many years ago. A deer came out of the brush 
to drink. Risking exposure to all predators and some guy in a 
metal boat who was just a few feet away. It was a thirst and a 
basic need to sustain life that throws caution to the wind and 
must be satisfied. That’s the kind of hunger and thirst to know 
God I hope we all have this Advent season. A kind of hunger that 
outweighs our passion for a sports team, a hobby, our jobs and 
also our fears. Even, dare I say, our family. 

I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats this 
bread will live forever.

-Scott Jordan



Wednesday, December 16 John 13:1-15

Attribute: Humble

“Not my feet only, but also my hands and my head”, Peter 
declared.  Peter, like many of us today, wanted to supersize his 
portion of Jesus’ gift. Most would agree that Jesus lived a life of 
humility, the life of a servant, or someone who loved others more 
than himself. It was an intentional and loving act to demonstrate 
to the disciples the frame of mind he expected from them. “For 
I have given you an example, that you should do as I have done 
to you.” 

Although actually washing each other’s feet this Advent season 
may not be a bad idea, let’s think also about showing humility by 
listening and being grateful.

Jesus opened his available self to little children; small children 
who probably wanted to crowd around, scamper about, and ask 
questions. He listened, as He was a servant to those children, 
too.

Let’s listen more this season to those around us, our loved ones, 
our friends and those that we do not know, and yes, especially 
our children.

Being grateful for everything is not as easy as it sounds.

Jesus was grateful to the Father, even unto death. We are to be 
grateful for all things, from debilitating conditions to the feel of 
the warm sun. We are to be grateful to family and friends and 
those we do not know or necessarily like to be around. We are to 
be grateful for our redeemed life even though we continue to be 
broken, sinful people. 

Peter seems to have come full circle in understanding, as he 
writes later in his life,  “Humble yourselves, therefore, under the 
mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time” (1 Pet 
5:6).

Listen. Be grateful.

-Phil Weddle



Thursday, December 17 Psalm 118:19-24; 
 Ephesians 2:19-29

Name: Cornerstone

Based on the Word of God, Jesus Christ is referred to as the 
Cornerstone of the Church. In biblical times the cornerstone 
referred to the central part of a building. It was the foundation 
upon which the rest of the building was constructed. If this 
cornerstone was removed or proved to be faulty, then the whole 
building would be at risk to collapse.

In the same way Christ is the Cornerstone of the Church. The 
apostle Paul in talking to the church in Ephesians stated, “So 
then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow 
citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 
built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ 
Jesus himself being the cornerstone.” Christ is the foundation of 
the Christian faith.  Peter when appearing in Jerusalem before 
the high priest stated, “This Jesus is the stone that was rejected 
by you, the builders, what has become the cornerstone.”  Again, 
the apostles point others to the Cornerstone, Jesus Christ.  

Following in the footsteps of the apostles, we should seek to 
share the Cornerstone of CHRIST with our community.  What 
that looks like is up to you. Delivering cookies to neighbors with 
a note about the love of Christ. Reaching out and providing to 
families in need. Or perhaps inviting friends and neighbors to 
join you at church.    

-Ron and Joyce Routh



Friday, December 18 Mark 1:35;
 Matthew 14:23

Attribute: Prayerful

“And in the morning, rising up a great while before day, he went out, 
and departed into a solitary place, and there prayed. And Simon 

and they that were with him followed after him.And when they had 
found him, they said unto him, All men seek for thee. And he said 
unto them, Let us go into the next towns,that I may preach there 

also: for to this end came I forth.”  
Mark 1:35-38

Prayer is the bedrock from which Jesus received sweet communion 
and rejuvenating, transforming power from his Father. It fueled 
his tireless ministry and boundless, overflowing compassion and 
mercy as beautifully described in Dane Ortlund’s book Gentle and 
Lowly. It directed and encouraged, consoled and reassured Jesus.  

What struck me in the many verses describing Jesus’ prayer life 
was the word “solitude”. Solitude was necessary to Jesus. Prayer 
was the “secret fountain” that fed the “river of life”, the man 
Jesus, that we see on every page of the gospels.  

God desires the same “Abba Father” communion with us. The 
most blessed part of my day is my “alone time” with God. It 
revitalizes my spirit and centers my life, clears my mind and 
soothes my soul. It fills me with hope and removes my fears, 
gives me a sense of purpose and value.  I encourage everyone to 
embrace the gift of prayer. Prayer changes things.

Thank you Abba Father for giving us the privilege and awesome 
responsibility to reign in harmonious union with You through prayer. 
Thank you Jesus for the perfect model of a prayerful life, so that we 
might live your promise. 

“Abide in me as I abide in the Father and you too will bear much 
fruit” (my paraphrase from John 15:1-17).

-Suzy Fenton



Saturday, December 19 John 10:11-16

Name: Good Shepherd

Jesus says He is the good shepherd. This shepherd, our savior, lay 
down His life for us but first he leads the faithful. Without this 
shepherd, we are left to be devoured by the sin of the world. The 
love we have from this savior cannot be found in the world. He 
goes into the world to recover the lost and rejoices each time he 
finds a lost sheep. When you have a relationship with Jesus he 
will never let you go. He saves us and ultimately will come for us 
and bring us to the Father. As a shepherd, the grace of Christ will 
never stop looking for more “sheep” to bring to eternity.

When I was asked to be an elder shepherd at Trinity, I was in 
awe of the task before me, and I knew I needed help. After much 
prayer and meditation, I accepted this honor and began my 
journey with the Good Shepherd leading the way. The elders at 
that time had certain areas they were responsible for and the job 
of the elder was to work with the deacons. 

My areas of responsibility were Newcomers’ Seminar, Cooks 
For Christ, Women’s Ministry, Men’s Ministry, and the Senior’s 
Ministry all under the umbrella of Fostering Friendships. It was a 
daunting task and Jesus, the Good Shepherd, led me through the 
three years of my term. As an elder shepherd the Good Shepherd 
was my mentor.  

Which one are you?

-Nancy Pinkerton



Sunday, December 20 John 1:14;
 Matthew 17:1-8

Attribute: Glorious

“Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi” and 
“after six days...” So Matthew in his gospel cryptically describes 
the place and time of Jesus’ glorification on the Mount of 
Transfiguration. In mentioning merely the region and the 
relative time of this singularly spectacular event, Matthew seems 
to have understood why Jesus took only Peter and James and 
John to witness his glory and resisted the urge in Peter to make 
three tents for the Lord and Moses and Elijah. Jesus’ followers 
centuries later would build churches to commemorate the 
traditional site of the mountain, but Jesus did not. Instead, he 
seeks to share his glory with those who follow him and to take up 
residence with them the world over. 

More significant than the exact time in history or the precise 
location of the mountain to Matthew is the theological context 
of Jesus’ transfiguration. For the transfiguration occurs after 
Peter’s confession of Jesus as “the Christ, the Son of the living 
God.” What astounding glory! The very Son of God! 

But what kind of Christ? In the lead up to the high mountain, 
Jesus “strictly tells his disciples to tell no one” that he is the 
Christ, foretells his death by crucifixion, and exhorts his disciples 
to take up their cross to follow him. This is the Son of God who 
reveals his glory in his humility, who counterpoises the loftiness 
of his transfiguration with his humiliation while hanging on the 
cross.

What kind of glory is this? It is the glory emanating from God 
himself, the glory that comes in laying down one’s own life for 
the sake of others. Let us reflect his true glory as he lives in us 
and as we follow him!

-Mike Elmer



Monday, December 21 Luke 1:26-35

Name: Son of God

I think too often, we think we have God’s plan for us all figured 
out. We get into a routine and then when something happens 
that isn’t part of “the plan”, we are completely thrown off and 
our lives get turned upside down.  

For as long as I can remember, I have had my own plans. When I 
was in middle school I knew that all I wanted to do was skateboard. 
I trained, traveled, competed, got hurt and overcame injuries. 
Eventually I picked up sponsors, booked gigs, and made money. 
Then I ended up losing it all due to poor choices and lack of focus. 
I surrendered to Jesus and told him I would like to experience 
His plan. I decided to turn things around, to try harder. I started 
a skateboard park and ministry at the church where we invested 
in the lives of these young people. God changed my heart. That 
experience changed the way I viewed life and ultimately changed 
my trajectory. I would have never thought the Christian life 
would be so adventurous. Sometimes, the unexpected bumps in 
the road that we see as roadblocks are really just God telling us 
to listen. So in this I encourage you to wait with Elizabeth, Mary 
and us as we anticipate the birth of King Jesus.

In this time of Advent, there is another major story of God doing 
the unexpected.  He sent His son as a newborn to save people 
from their sins. The King coming in the form of a Child, that’s 
unexpected.

-Randy Gerry



Tuesday, December 22 Luke 2:52;
 1 Corinthians 1:18-25

Attribute: Wise

The Wise will Seek Him

As director of Christmas concerts for over 25 years, I have always 
loved the pageantry of the  wise men’s entrance -- velvet robes, 
jeweled crowns, and lavish gifts brought to the Christ child. 
Although our nativity presentations show the wise men entering 
after the shepherds, this isn’t true historically.

Biblical scholars agree that the wise men probably arrived 
between the time Jesus was presented at the temple (at 40 days 
old) and the age of two when they fled to Egypt using the gifts to 
finance the trip.  

Tracing the wise men’s path, they travelled from the Persian 
Empire to King Herod’s temple and then followed the star to 
where the child was. Scholars estimate that the journey probably 
took several years.   

I recently went to visit a friend off Wickham and Ellis Road. I was 
shocked when my Google maps indicated 2 and ½ hours! Then 
I realized it was set to walking mode.Whew! We can’t imagine 
traveling that long to see someone, much less traveling on foot or 
by camel for days, months, even years. Now imagine having the 
faith to take a journey like that not knowing where you are going 
but trusting in a moving star to guide you!

What kind of faith did they have to seek the Christ through all 
these obstacles?  What kind of faith do we have? We are free to 
worship Christ anywhere we want - and usually it’s a short trip!  
Yet, so many of us don’t make the time. We pray when we are 
needy. We go to church when we feel like it.  

This Christmas I pray you will seek the Christ child… that you 
will have the faith to overcome obstacles…that you will be wise 
in the use of your time and treasures.

This Christmas – what will you seek?
-Sandy Bryan



Wednesday, December 23 Isaiah 7:14
  Matthew 1:18-24

Name: Emmanuel
We have recently been so bombarded by information overload!  
First do this because it’s the right thing to do—then correction, 
don’t do the former because it’s the wrong thing to do. Who can 
we believe?  Who do we believe? If we are believers in God, there 
is only one answer.

The Lord told Isaiah that a virgin would conceive and have a son 
and He would be called Immanuel, which means God with us.

As Matthew writes, this miracle of Jesus’ birth actually happened. 
Mary was a young unmarried woman who had preserved the 
purity of her body—she was a virgin.  Joseph and Mary were to 
be married but then Mary came to be with child. Joseph, after 
his dream and believing what the Lord’s angel instructed him 
stayed with Mary. Mary and Joseph believed, obeyed and trusted 
God with their future.  

Jesus’ birth was supernatural in that He was virgin born--
He was born holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners 
because He was conceived of the Holy Spirit. Jesus was pure and 
immaculate, and without original sin; however, He took on the 
sin of the world. Not only did He take on the sin but before His 
death He took on the brutality of man and He rose again.  Aren’t 
you thankful for our Savior?!

-Peter and Pat Foster



Thursday, December 24 Luke 8:22-25

Attribute: Powerful

The first disciples were surprised at Jesus’ display of power: 
“Who then is this, that he commands even winds and water, and 
they obey him?” (Luke 8:25)

The disciples received Jesus’ display of power as a gift rather than 
demanding it from him. That is, there is an enormous difference 
in the Christian life between demanding and receiving from 
Jesus. 

When I demand gifts or power or blessings from Jesus, I am 
relating to Jesus as an entitled self. 

When I receive gifts or power or blessings from Jesus, I am 
relating to Jesus as a surrendered soul. 

When suffering hits my life or disappointment reigns supreme 
or life turns out differently than I excepted it to turn out, I 
can become presumptuous, or even demanding, upon God. I 
can begin to relate to Jesus as an entitled self, like a little brat 
thinking God (or the world or others around me) owes me my 
plans or my dreams of “the good life”. This is not the posture of a 
true disciple of Jesus.

What is your posture before God this Advent Season? Are you 
relating to God as an Entitled Self or as a Surrendered Soul? Deep 
in your soul, do you say: “God, you owe this to me!” If so, you are 
relating to the God of the Universe as an Entitled Self. 

Jesus is powerful. Uniquely powerful. But the true disciple of 
Jesus never demands power from Jesus. The true disciple only 
receives it thankfully as a gift. 

 - Rev. Dr. Jason Carter



Friday, December 25 Luke 2:1-14

Name: Savior

Many moons ago, I remember driving from Wichita, Kansas with 
my dad in the front seat (and everything I owned in the back 
seat and trunk) into South Hamilton, Massachusetts for my first 
semester at Gordon Conwell Theological Seminary. 

We were immediately confronted by a vibrancy of newness at 
every turn: a new place, a new state, and (for us) a new accent 
in New England that somehow tried to actually pass muster as a 
distant cousin to the English language.

So there we were at Best Buy, trying to ask directions from a 
native New Englander. He repeated the directions one time, two 
times, three times. And then we both walked away, thanking the 
man. When he was out of earshot, we turned to each other and 
said: “What did he say?” Neither one of us had a clue. We were 
lost, yet we dared not ask for directions again! 

That is very similar to the human condition. We are inescapably 
lost. Yet, we are too proud to ask for directions. Asking for 
directions is for wimps. Being saved is for the weak. I’m quite 
sure that my dad and I would have rather driven around New 
England until we were completely out of gas than to talk with 
that guy with the funny accent again! 

Yet, the way Jesus saves you – and comes into the world – is so 
approachable. Jesus doesn’t scold you: “You didn’t understand 
me? Geesh. Why can’t you understand my religious jargon?” 
Jesus doesn’t go out of his way to cut you off at the knees: “I told 
you that you’d fail without my help! This is so like you to call to 
me at the very last moment!” With Jesus, there is none of that. 

The salvation of Jesus brings joy. Great joy. Every Advent season. 
Merry Christmas! 

-Rev. Dr. Jason Carter
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