Does Job Fear God
for Naught?
Job 1:6-12, 20-22; 2:1-10

Now there was a day when the sons of God
came to present themselves before the
Lord, and Satan[a] also came among them.
The Lord said to Satan, “From where have
you come?” Satan answered the Lord and
said, “From going to and fro on the earth,
and from walking up and down on it.”
And the Lord said to Satan, “Have you
considered my servant Job, that there is
none like him on the earth, a blameless
and upright man, who fears God and turns
away from evil?” Then Satan answered the
Lord and said, “Does Job fear God for no

reason? Have you not put a hedge around
him and his house and all that he has, on
every side? You have blessed the work of
his hands, and his possessions have
increased in the land. But stretch out your
hand and touch all that he has, and he will
curse you to your face.” And the Lord said
to Satan, “Behold, all that he has is in your
hand. Only against him do not stretch out
your hand.” So Satan went out from the
presence of the Lord.

Job 1:6-12

Then Job arose and tore his robe and
shaved his head and fell on the ground
and worshiped. And he said, “Naked I
came from my mother's womb, and naked
shall I return. The Lord gave, and the Lord
has taken away; blessed be the name of
the Lord.”
In all this Job did not sin or charge God
with wrong.

Job 1:20-22

Again there was a day when the sons of
God came to present themselves before
the Lord, and Satan also came among
them to present himself before the Lord.
And the Lord said to Satan, “From where
have you come?” Satan answered the Lord
and said, “From going to and fro on the
earth, and from walking up and down on
it.” And the Lord said to Satan, “Have you
considered my servant Job, that there is
none like him on the earth, a blameless
and upright man, who fears God and turns
away from evil?

He still holds fast his integrity, although
you incited me against him to destroy him
without reason.” Then Satan answered the
Lord and said, “Skin for skin! All that a
man has he will give for his life. But
stretch out your hand and touch his bone
and his flesh, and he will curse you to your
face.” And the Lord said to Satan, “Behold,
he is in your hand; only spare his life.”

So Satan went out from the presence of
the Lord and struck Job with loathsome
sores from the sole of his foot to the
crown of his head. And he took a piece of
broken pottery with which to scrape
himself while he sat in the ashes.

Then his wife said to him, “Do you still
hold fast your integrity? Curse God and
die.” But he said to her, “You speak as one
of the foolish women would speak. Shall
we receive good from God, and shall we
not receive evil?” In all this Job did not sin
with his lips.

Job 2:1-10

Now Mount Sinai was wrapped in smoke
because the Lord had descended on it in
fire. The smoke of it went up like the
smoke of a kiln, and the whole mountain
trembled greatly. And as the sound of the
trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses
spoke, and God answered him in thunder.

Exodus 1:18-19

Now when the people saw the thunder and
the flashes of lightning and the sound of
the trumpet and the mountain smoking,
the people were afraid and trembled, and
they stood far off, and said to Moses: You
speak to us, and we will listen; but do not
let God speak to us, lest we die.

Exodus 20:18-19

The domestication of God leads
to a suppression of our ultimate
desires.

One thing have I asked of the LORD, that
will I seek after: that I may dwell in the
house of the LORD all the days of my life,
to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and
to inquire in his temple.

Psalm 27:4

The purpose of suffering is to
awaken our Spirit-implanted
thirst for God alone. To bring us
to a place of deep detachment
to second things, to the place
where the passions of the heart
have nowhere else to go.

"We Christians are people who know in our
bones that we never had any right to be
created in the first place, let alone
redeemed."
"We know we have no more inherent title
to life and its goodness than a dead man
has."
-Mike Mason

