‘tne Oues Eluswe Happiness:
y EU rythmg 1S Never Enough

‘ The Tyranny of Time:

Eternity is in our Timebound Hearts

Ecclesiastes 3:1-15
Rev. Dr. Jason Carter, Lead Pastor
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Song: “Time”

o Time why you punish me
Like a wave bashing into the shore
You wash away my dreams

* Time why you walk away
Like a friend with somewhere to go
You left me crying

* Time 1s wasting time 1s walking
You ain't no friend of mine
I don't know where I'm goin'
I think I'm out of my mind
Thinking about time
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“So teach us to number our days that we may get a
heart of wisdom.” - Psalm 90:12
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Merism -a ﬁgure of speech in which two polarities make up a whole.
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Merism:
a figure of
speech 1n
which two
polarities make
up a whole.

“In the beginning, God created  «
the heavens and the earth.

= e = "
Genesis [l




Merism:
a figure of
speech 1n
which two
polarities make
up a whole.

AS FAR AS
P—iie )

IS FROM

S0 FAR HAS HE REMOVED
OUR TRANSGRESSIONS FROM Us.

Psatm 103:12




Our God is sovereign
OVer every time, over
every season, over all
the human experiences

of life.

God reigns over time.




Both the eradle and the
deathbed occur
according to God’s
timeline.
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The Deathbed - is in the hands of God.

“A person’s days are determined; you have decreed the number of his months
and have set limits he cannot exceed.” — Job 14:5

“The Lord brings death and makes alive; he brings down to the grave and raises up.”
— 1 Samuel 2:6 (Hannah'’s Prayer)



The Deathbed - is in the hands of God.

“As no one has power over the wind to contain it, so no one has power over the
time of their death.” — Ecclesiastes 8:8a (NIV)



“You cannot live
any longer than
the Lord has
prescribed nor die
any sooner.”

- Martin Luther



A time to love, and a time
to hate; a time of war,

anaatin DT peqace.
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A TIME TO KILL AND A
TIME TO HEAL, A TIME TO
BREAK DOWN AND A TIME -

TO BUILD, e g

-~ ECCLESIASTES 3:3




Ecclesiastes 3:4

The Scope of
our Human
Emotions

‘A time to weep
and a time to
laugh,; a time to
mourn and a
time to dance.”




A time to cast away-stones
and a time to gather stones
together. — Ecclesiastes 3:5a



A time to cast away-stones
and a time to gather stones
together. — Ecclesiastes 3:5a

. «‘And you shall attack every fortified
city..and shall fell every good tree...and ruin

every 9ood piece of land with stones.’
Y $004pEeC Y ani s
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“I woke up one morning bereft of joy,
barren of fruit, short on daylight. I
could not shake i1t off.

I could not make a thing grow. I saw a
counselor. I had people pray for me. I
read books. I begged God. I faked it.
Nothing ended 1it. And then God gave
me this insight: this was winter. It
would end, 1n time, but not by my
own doing.

My responsibility was simply to know
the season and match my actions and
inactions to it. It was to learn the slow
hard discipline of waiting.”



#2: We are
bound by the

tyranny of time but
long for the rouch
of eternity.
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Don Richardson

An unforgetiable siory of
primitive jungle freachery in the 20th century

Redemptive Analogies




“He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also, he
has put eternity into man's heart, yet so that he cannot
find out what God has done from the beginning to the end.”

- Ecclesiastes 3:11




Psalm 139:1-10

O Lord, you have searched me and known me!

2You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
you discern my thoughts from afar.

3 You search out my path and my lying down
and are acquainted with all my ways.

4Even before a word is on my tongue,
behold, O Lord, you know it altogether.

> You hem me in, behind and before,
and lay your hand upon me.

6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
it is high; I cannot attain it.

"Where shall I go from your Spirit?
Or where shall I flee from your presence?
81f I ascend to heaven, you are there! / e 7 e ’f,’,j,’“

standeth in the

If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there! b iithe sey.
91f I take the wings of the morning ut his deligh

and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,
10 even there your hand shall lead me,

and your right hand shall hold me.
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#3: Live boldly on
the second floor
while
(at the same time)
recognizing the
ultimacy of the top
floor.

“I perceived that there is nothing better for
them than to be joyful and to do good as long as
they live; 13 also that everyone should eat
and drink and take pleasure in all his
toil—this is God's gift to man.”

"1 perceived that whatever God does endures
forever; nothing can be added to it, nor anything
taken from 1t. God has done it, so that people
fear before him.”



#3: Live boldly on /
the second floor \\c)_——/.é/

. Top Story:
while

(at the same time)

second Story:

recognizing the
ultimacy of the top

ﬂo or. e EVERYTHING IS NEVER ENOUGH.
v LIFE UNDER THE SUN NEVER SATISFIES.

Ground Floor:




Receive all of life as a gift.
Can you receive even the smallest tokens of
grace with gratitude and joy?






#4: God is
sovereign
over every
time because

Jesus always
arrives on time.




When the fullness

of time had come,

God sent forth his
Son, born of
woman, born

under the law.
Galatians 4:4




...Jesus knew
that his hour had
come to depart
out of this
world to the

Father...
John 13:1




...at the right
time Christ

died for the
ungodly.

Romans 5:6




that he was
buried, that /e
was raised on
the third day 1n
accordance
with the

Scriptures...
1 Corinthians 15:4
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